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The global nuclear  
decommissioning opportunity 
Many of the world’s existing nuclear facilities will be reaching 
their end of active life over the next 20 years. The global  
nuclear decommissioning market is worth £6bn per annum 
and is forecast to rise to £7.5bn by 2020.  

Wood is a global leader in engineering, project and technical 
services to industrial, energy, process and utility customers. 
We have been at the forefront of the nuclear industry for 
over 60 years and we bring decades of experience in tackling 
the most complex international decommissioning challenges. 
We have deep and enduring customer relationships that span 
decades, built on mutual trust and respect. 

Safer, faster, better 
Technology can bring about a step change in the 
decommissioning or dismantling process at nuclear 
facilities by finding new ways to minimise human 
intervention, increase productivity and optimise waste 
treatment, packing and routing. This might be aided by 
using first-of-a-kind technology, but often advances are 
made by adopting an existing technology which has been 
proven in other industries.   

Wood’s Nuclear Innovation Fund 
We believe small companies may have the solution to some of 
the challenges facing decommissioning and we want to help 
bring some of those technologies to bear across our markets. 
We also see opportunities to build new partnerships as part 
of that process, based around technology. 

We are looking to support and fund projects to develop and 
apply decommissioning technologies. The proposed projects 
must be demonstrable, be scalable if appropriate and may 
include any of the following tasks:

• Characterisation

• Visualisation and planning

• Decontamination

• Size reduction (planning and delivery)

• Contamination management

• Holding

• Moving

• Waste packing
 
We expect projects to develop technologies to a high 
technical readiness level and we will provide the use of 
our facilities, knowledge and experience to support the 
development.  We are seeking projects that can achieve 
inactive demonstration by the end of 2020 at the latest. 

The capabilities demonstrated should be able to manage 
some or all of the following variables and constraints:

• Building/ room (nuclear cell) dimensions

•  Vessel, tank, pipe and steelwork dimensions and geometries

•  Level of hazards (radiation, contamination and chemicals)

• Space limitations (inside and outside cell)

•  Infrastructure (for example ventilation,  
power and water)

We are also particularly interested in technologies that could 
be transferable to other sectors operating in hazardous 
environments. The aim is to achieve return on investment 
within three years of the end of the investment project.



Intellectual Property (IP) ownership 
We recognise the importance of IP ownership to SMEs and 
so we will operate a pragmatic and mutually beneficial 
approach based on the principal that any background IP 
is retained by the SME and foreground IP developed in the 
execution of the project is appropriately shared. 

How does it work? 
To apply for support, the following criteria must be met:

• Your company must be e a SME 

•  You can work alone or in collaboration with others  
(business, research base and third sector)

•  Projects that transfer technology from other sectors  
are eligible

•  Pre-start-ups are eligible, but you will need to register as  
a business if you are awarded a contract

•  All applicants will need to show that their proposed idea  
has a credible and practical route to market

Funding and competition timeline
We will invest typically up to £250,000 (per project) to fund 
innovation projects in this competition. The funding will be 
in the form of investment in a specific project to develop the 
market readiness of the technology.   

The award of innovation funding will not result in any equity 
investment in the successful SMEs. 

• 21 Jun 2018 – Launch 

• 30 Sep 2018 - Competition submissions received

•  30 Nov 2018 - Reviewed and down-selected by Competition 
Board to be taken to funding

•  7 Jan 2019 - Project start for successful  
submission(s)

How to apply
To apply:
•  The lead applicant must email  

WoodNuclearInnovationFund@woodplc.com   
to indicate their interest

•  Read the guidance for applicants for this  
competition, which will be sent with the  
application template 

•  Complete the application template and send 
it back to WoodNuclearInnovationFund@
woodplc.com

About Wood 
Wood is a global leader in engineering, project 
and technical services to industrial, energy, 
process and utility customers. Our reputation 
is founded on the very best technical expertise 
and our approach is highly collaborative based 
on long-term relationships.  We also own and 
operate the UK’s largest independent nuclear 
research and testing facilities with 12,000m2 
of labs and test rigs plus remote handling 
and inspection technology. Often, we act as the 
integrator of different pieces of technology  
to solve major technological challenges.  

By working with Wood, you will have:

•  Access to some of the world’s major  
decommissioning customers

•  Funding support to develop and deploy  
your technology

• Insights into major decommissioning challenges 

•  The support of some of the brightest technical 
minds in the sector

•  The opportunity to build new services within  
a collaborative environment
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